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Ocean Week we are reminded of the great 
benefit strong ocean management laws play in 
our environment and economy. These policies 
are necessary to protect our oceans from 
being overfished and putting various species 
in danger. With a future full of new and 
daunting challenges for our fishermen and 
coastal communities, now is the time we must 
act to maintain effective ocean management 
policies. 
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HONORING THE METROPOLITAN 
WASHINGTON COUNCIL AFL–CIO 
PRESIDENT, JOSLYN ‘‘JOS’’ WIL-
LIAMS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to one of labor’s strongest advocates in 
our region. Joslyn ‘‘Jos’’ Williams has been 
President of the Metropolitan Washington 
Council, AFL-CIO, for 32 years, serving as an 
advocate for working men and women 
throughout Maryland, Virginia, and the District 
of Columbia. Throughout that time, he has 
made history as the union’s first African-Amer-
ican president. 

Mr. Williams will be honored at the Maryland 
State and District of Columbia AFL–CIO an-
nual ‘‘Salute to Leadership’’ dinner on June 
20, and it is an honor that is much deserved 
and well earned. Having risen through the 
ranks of the union’s leadership over the 
course of his career as an organizer and activ-
ist, he has applied his knowledge, care, and 
experience each day to making sure that the 
organization’s members are not only well rep-
resented in discussions with private and public 
sector managers but that they have access to 
opportunities that provide pathways to middle- 
class success. 

Mr. Williams came to this country as an im-
migrant while still a teenager, arriving from Ja-
maica with the goal of pursuing his American 
Dream. After working for the Library of Con-
gress and becoming active in his local chapter 
of the American Federation of Government 
Employees, Mr. Williams realized that his call-
ing was to make sure that his fellow workers 
could pursue their American Dreams as well. 
Thanks to his leadership, membership in his 
local chapter grew from 100 to 600 members 
over the course of just two years. 

Today, Mr. Williams oversees an organiza-
tion that is 150,000-workers strong and that 
plays an important role in the life of the Na-
tional Capital Region. He has fought for fair 
pay, safe working conditions, and access to 
affordable health care and secure retirement 
savings. His work has surely helped—and 
continues to help—so many workers and their 
families participate in growing our economy 
and strengthening our region’s communities. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Williams on this well deserved 
honor, and I thank him for his service to work-
ers in Maryland’s Fifth District and throughout 
our region. 

HONORING MAYOR PEGGY 
THOMSEN 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life of Mayor 
Peggy Thomsen. Known throughout the San 
Francisco Bay Area as the Mayor of Albany, 
California, a consummate public servant, and 
as a dedicated wife and mother, Mayor 
Thomsen has left an indelible mark on our 
community. With her passing on June 8, 2014, 
we look to the outstanding quality of her life’s 
work and the inspiring role she played in our 
community. 

Born on February 28, 1940 in St. Louis, 
Missouri, Mayor Peggy Thomsen and her fam-
ily moved frequently around the United States, 
including to Denver, Colorado and Beaverton, 
Oregon, before settling in Fresno, California. 
Mayor Thomsen was passionate about edu-
cation. After earning her Bachelor of Arts and 
Masters of Arts degrees at California State 
University, Fresno, she went on to earn a 
Ph.D. in Educational Administration from the 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Meeting her husband, John, at California 
State University, Fresno, they moved to Al-
bany where Mayor Thomsen began her career 
teaching in Albany and Richmond schools. 
She also was an instructor, curriculum planner 
and seminar presenter at Heald College in 
San Francisco. 

Mayor Peggy Thomsen was deeply com-
mitted to helping others. Prior to being elected 
as Mayor of Albany, her civic service and 
leadership manifested in various ways. She 
served on the Albany Unified School District 
School Board for 16 years and spent 14 years 
on the City Council. Additionally, she was 
President of the Parent Teacher Association 
Council, Albany Girl Scout Leader and a 
School Resource Volunteer Coordinator. 

Dedicated to leadership in her community, 
Mayor Peggy Thomsen served on the Social 
and Economic Justice Committee, Albany Wa-
terfront Committee and the Albany Charter 
Review Committee. Mayor Thomsen also 
served on numerous regional committees, in-
cluding the California Elected Women’s Asso-
ciation for Education and Research and the 
California School Board Association Delegate 
Assembly. 

In addition to Ms. Thomsen’s prolific career, 
she received numerous awards for her work in 
the community. She was the recipient of Serv-
ice Awards from the Albany Unified School 
District, March of Dimes, California State Par-
ent Teacher Association and Albany Jaycees. 
Furthermore, her commitment to her students 
was demonstrated in the Teacher Enrichment 
and the Teacher of the Year Awards she re-
ceived from Heald College. 

Today California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors an outstanding indi-
vidual and community leader, Mayor Peggy 
Thomsen. As a 47 year resident of Albany, 
her dedication and efforts impacted so many 
lives throughout the Bay Area. Her legacy will 
live on in the hearts and minds of all of those 
whom she inspired. I join all of Peggy’s loved 
ones in celebrating her incredible life. She will 
be deeply missed. 

HONORING THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the upcoming 75th birthday of 
the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, for-
merly known as the Volunteer Reserve of the 
Coast Guard. Founded in June of 1939, the 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary has be-
come one of the premier volunteer organiza-
tions in the country. 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary 
was formed by an act of Congress in June 
1939 and has provided direct support and as-
sistance to the Coast Guard since. Four of the 
first five Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotillas were 
formed in the Philadelphia and Southern New 
Jersey regions, and we are proud to be the 
birthplace of this organization. The Coast 
Guard Auxiliary provides two million hours of 
volunteer service to the Coast Guard and the 
boating public annually, saving hundreds of 
lives and providing aid to countless more. This 
June, the Coast Guard Auxiliary will celebrate 
its 75th birthday on the banks of the Delaware 
River, where the first Coast Guard began its 
service in 1790. 

I ask you and my other distinguished col-
leagues to join me in commending the United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary for this distin-
guished milestone in its already impressive 
history. May we all take this moment to thank 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary for its dedication 
and hard work in preserving the safety of our 
shores. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
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Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 
June 17, 2014, I was absent and missed roll-
call votes Nos. 313 and 314. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Rollcall No. 313—‘‘Yea.’’ 
Rollcall No. 314—‘‘Yea.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SACRAMENTO 
CITY COUNCILWOMAN BONNIE 
PANNELL 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Sacramento City Councilwoman 
Bonnie Pannell who has successfully served 
the people of Sacramento for the past sixteen 
years. As her family, friends, and colleagues 
gather to celebrate her outstanding career and 
numerous accomplishments, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Council-
woman Pannell as an outstanding public serv-
ant. 

Prior to being elected to the Sacramento 
City Council, Councilwoman Pannell was a 
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